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KNOWN ONLY FROM A SKETCH — UNTIL NOW

Wassily Kandinsky, Villa Seeburg am Staffelsee. 1911. 
Oil on cardboard. 33 x 45 cm. Estimate price: € 2 to 3 m.

Press Release, Munich, May 26, 2026

Until now, art history knew it only from a sketch.  Wassily Kandinsky's “Villa Seeburg am
Staffelsee” — painted in 1911, the year that would define the course of modern art —  will be
auctioned on  June 12 at the Evening Sale at Ketterer Kunst in Munich.  Created at the
precise moment Kandinsky was crossing the threshold into abstraction, the work is an early
milestone of Modernism and an exceptional opportunity for collectors worldwide. Estimated
at 2 to 3 million euros, it is one of the most remarkable Kandinsky discoveries to reach the
market in recent times.

The work  anchors  what  is,  by  any  measure,  the  most  compelling  auction  offering  in  the
German-speaking  world  this  summer.  Taking  place  on  June  12–13,  2026,  with  262  lots
carrying a combined lower estimate of 30.5 million euros, and a roster that spans  Francis
Picabia, Georg Baselitz, Richard Serra, Lyonel Feininger, and Sigmar Polke, the sale builds
on the house's record-breaking autumn 2025 auction and confirms its standing as the leading
platform in the region with genuine international reach.



A SENSATION RESTORED TO PUBLIC VIEW

”Villa Seeburg am Staffelsee“ from 1911 is nothing short of a sensation: To date, the work
has only been known from a sketch, and now, after more than a century, it is on public display
for the first time.

The years 1909 to 1911 were decisive for Kandinsky’s artistic development, particularly his
turn towards abstraction. In his 1911 painting “Villa Seeburg am Staffelsee”, Kandinsky already
demonstrated a bold step towards the dissolution of figurative elements in favor of a vibrant
interplay of colors. The palette is bright; the tonal harmony—Kandinsky was a synesthete—
dissolves all materiality, particularly in the ingeniously rendered reflection of the villa in the
calm waters of the lake. 

The  painting  is  a  manifesto  of  artistic  liberation,  a  departure  from  traditions  and  visual
conventions.  A milestone of Modernism,  the painting offers early  evidence of  Kandinsky’s
progression toward absolute abstraction and establishes him as a radical pioneer.

THE WORK ALSO BOASTS AN EXCEPTIONAL PROVENANCE.

The work, estimated at 2 to 3 million euros, is documented as part of the private collection of
Nell  Walden,  wife  of  Herwarth Walden,  between 1913 and 1919.  Herwarth Walden was a
writer, avant-garde advocate, publisher of the art magazine “Der Sturm", and owner of the
progressive Berlin gallery of the same name. Later, the work entered the renowned Dr. Oskar
Kirchner Collection (Gelsenkirchen) and has remained in the family ever since.

Wassily Kandinsky, 
Memorandum with sketches
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KETTERER KUNST
Ketterer Kunst, headquartered in Munich with branches in Hamburg, Cologne, and Berlin, is
one of the leading art auction houses and is represented internationally through an extensive
network of experts. The firm specializes in 19th-century art, Modern Art, and Post-War and
Contemporary  Art.  The  offering  is  complemented  by  Rare  Books  from  five  centuries.  In
addition  to  the  auction  business,  Private  Sales  are  also  gaining  increasing  importance.
Ketterer Kunst has held the top position in its segment in Germany for eight consecutive years
and, with numerous international  record results,  ranks among the top 10 auction houses
worldwide by sales volume (Artnet Analytics, Auction Houses by Total Sales Value for Fine Art
Works Created after 1800, 2025). 
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